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This document is to be seen as a tentative learning resource for educators or any 
other person or group that want to host a screening of the film. Please adapt this 
information to suit your own specific educational needs.  
 
Moldovan Miracle 
Norwegian expatriate Hans Bjørn is Moldova's only optician and for years he has 
been trying to establish the country's first optometry clinic. In order to help the people 
who need it the most, Hans Bjørn and his co-worker Tatiana must face the relentless 
forces of bureaucracy, corruption and poverty.  
 
The inspiring and moving documentary MOLDOVAN MIRACLE follows this dynamic 
duo as they fight to keep the clinic alive and struggle to combat one of the most 
serious health issues in Europe's poorest country. For whom can you really trust 
when your former partners suddenly end up in prison, charged of corruption? 
 
About the director: 
Stian Indrevoll (Norway), Filmography as director: Death - a series about life (2014, 
NRK), Thin Soldiers (2004) 
 
Trailer for the film: 
https://vimeo.com/230767035 
 
Relevant subjects in school: 
Social studies, National language, Health, 
Politics and human rights, History and Philosophy. 
 
 
Suggestions for preparation before the screening of the film: 
Write down some keywords for the following questions and tasks: 
 
- What do you know about Moldova? 
 
- Learn more about Moldova's history and the economic and social conditions in the 
country today. Make a list of at least three points. 
 
- Find out more about the project for the film here: http://www.hjelp-moldova.no/ 
 
- What do the European Convention on Human Rights say about assistance with 
impaired vision or hearing? 
 
- What do you know and think about “the welfare state”? 
 
- Work with the following two concepts and find examples of what they may involve: 
 

- Corruption. 
 

- Welfare state. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Some questions relevant for discussion after the screening: 
- Do you think the film's focus would be different if it was a Moldovan movie and not a 
story from your country? If so, how? 
 
- Are there any examples of human rights violations in the film? 
 
- What distinguishes Moldova's health system, as it appears in the film, from the 
system in your own country? 
 
- What distinguishes the political system in Moldova, as it appears in the film, from 
the system in your own country? 
 
- Who pays if you have poor vision in your country? 
 
- Should glasses be free as a charity? 
 
- Find out if there has been a development in Moldova since the story of the film 
ends, either with Hans Bjørn and Tatiana's project or in general in the country. 
 
- Does the movie have one or more heroes? 
 
- Has the movie any crooks? If so, who are they? 
 
- Discuss if this is a traditional hero story. Find arguments pro and con. 
 
 


